
FAMILY DYNAMICS AND THE CHANGING 
LANDSCAPE OF SHARED CUSTODY IN EUROPE

Day 1: December 14
09:00 – 09:30  Welcome coffee and registration 
09:30 – 09:45  Introduction by organisers 
09:45 – 10:45  Keynote session – Benoit Laplante (INRS, Québec)
  Family Demography and Family Law: Interdependencies and Challenges for Shared Custody
10:45 – 11:00  Coffee break
11:00 – 13:00  Session 1 – Shared custody patterns and determinants (Chair: Laura Bernardi) 

• Laura Merla (Université Catholique de Louvain) 
Children in shared physical custody arrangements in Belgium, France and Italy

• Lidia Panico (INED, Paris), Sebastian Saner (Paris School of Economics), Anne Solaz (INED, Paris) 
Family instability and Educational outcomes in adolescents: the role of post-divorce  
residential arrangements in France    

• Claudia Recksiedler & Laura Bernardi (NCCR LIVES, University of Lausanne) 
Prevalence and predictors of joint physical custody arrangements: A cross-sectional profile 
of blended families in Switzerland

• Benoit Hachet (EHESS, Paris) 
Coming in shared custody in France: a typology

12:30 – 14:00 Common lunch
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14:00 – 15:30  Session 2 – Family relations and shared custody (Chair: Dimitri Mortelmans)
• Jani Turunen (SUDA, Stockholm University) and Curt Hagquist (CFBUPH, Karlstad University) 

Perceived parental support and knowledge in shared physical custody and other living  
arrangements for children

• Katja Köppen (University of Rostock), Michaela Kreyenfeld (Hertie School of Governance, Berlin), 
Heike Trappe (University of Rostock) 
Loose ties? Determinants of father-child contact after separation in Germany 

• Anna Garriga, (University Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona), Laura Bernardi (NCCR LIVES, University of  
Lausanne), Lluís Flaquer (Autonomous University of Barcelona), Carmen Moreno (University of Sevilla) 
Two homes, parental socio-economic resources and family relations: Evidence from Spain 

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee break 
16:00 – 17:30  Session 3 – Consequences of shared custody (Chair: Claudia Recksiedler)

• Elke Claessens & Dimitri Mortelmans (CLLS, University of Antwerp) 
Co-parenthood dynamics in Belgium

• Carole Bonnet (INED, Paris), Bertrand Garbinti (CREST, INSEE, Paris), Anne Solaz (INED, Paris) 
Does part-time mothering help get a job? The role of joint custody on women’s employment

• Annelies Van den Eynde & Dimitri Mortelmans (University of Antwerp) 
The effect of children’s residence arrangements on the work-family balance of divorced 
families 

19:00   Common dinner in town

Day 2 : December 15
09:00 – 09:30    Welcome coffee
09:30 – 10:30  Keynote session – Katharina Boele-Woelki (Bucerius Law School, Hamburg, and Chair of the  
  Commission on European Family Law)
  A European Model for Harmonizing the Law on Parental Responsibilities
10:30 – 12:00 Session 4 – Legal aspects around shared custody (Chair: Stéphanie Perrenoud)

• Mai Heide Ottosen & Karen Margrethe Dahl (VIVE – Danish Centre of Applied Social Science, Copenhagen) 
A typology of child custodial disputes

• Maya Merida Paltineau (Université Catholique de Louvain) 
Can law really create alternating residence? 

• Fiona Friedli (University of Lausanne) 
How do supreme and lower courts’ judges deal with shared custody?

• Stéphanie Perrenoud & Sabrina Burgat (University of Neuchatel) 
Alternating residence: legal frame and the incidence of alternating residence on the welfare 
benefits

12:00 – 13:30  Common lunch  
13:30 – 14:30  Round Table – Shall shared physical custody and alternating residence be pushed as the default  
  arrangement for children after parental separation?

• Vittorio Carlo Vezzetti (European Platform for Joint Custody, Coparenting and Childhood, Italy)
• Benoit Laplante (INRS, Canada)
• Monika Pfaffinfger (COFF, Switzerland)
• Katharina Boele-Woelki (Bucerius Law School, Germany)

  Short break
14:45 – 15:30  Outlook


